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Message from the Mayor
Fall has begun and winter will soon be here.
This City Council has come together over
this last year and made many great decisions
that are helping Orono move forward with a
best-practices philosophy for the years ahead.
Below is a brief outline of the City Council’s
success:
•

Better budgeting

•

Proper funding of our roads budget

•
•

Get to Know Your Mayor
and Council Members
Dennis Walsh,
Mayor
dwalsh2@ci.orono.mn.us
Richard F. Crosby II,
Council Member
rcrosby@ci.orono.mn.us

Wendy Dankey,
Council Member
wdankey@ci.orono.mn.us
Aaron H. Printup,
Council Member
aprintup@ci.orono.mn.us
Victoria Seals,
Council Member
vseals@ci.orono.mn.us
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•
•
•
•
•

Integration of technology into Orono for
all departments
Adoption of new ordinances that make
our community safer, while getting rid of
some (or adjusting some) that were not
necessary
Reduction of fees to bring them into line
with reality
Guidance with our Comprehensive Plan
for the city for the next 20 years
Implementing upgrades to our Golf
Course and our Parks

Simplification of the permitting process
Conveying common sense to decision
making and so on.

All the current 2018 road projects will
be wrapping up soon and we will be
looking forward to the next round of road
improvement projects for 2019. The Old
Crystal Bay Road project has been a great
success and will help usher us all into the next
decades with a much better school traffic flow.

wonderful Council Member Wendy Dankey, as
she has decided not to run again for her seat
on the Council. We thank Wendy for all of her
dedicated work on the Council over the last
two years and wish her the best in the years
ahead!!
We will finalize our next budget for 2019 in
December, which will continue to fund our
roads program and fully fund the City for all
the infrastructure needs that we may have.
We will do all of this for the 2nd year in a
row without increasing your taxes. We are
committed to running the City with the most
efficient government we can while making
sure we are staffed and funded appropriately.

I wish everyone a great Halloween, a Happy
Thanksgiving, a Happy Holiday season and
Happy New Year. I look forward to a great and
prosperous New Year in 2019!!
If you feel the need to discuss City issues I am
always open for the opportunity to chat, have
coffee, text, email or house visit. It is always
gratifying to help work through any issues or
problems to their conclusion. We will get a lot
of work accomplished for the Citizens and I
am always available. My moto is Citizens 1st
and that will never change. Thanks!!
Dennis Walsh
Orono Mayor

In December, we will say goodbye to our
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2018 Elections
Am I Registered to Vote
& Where Do I Vote¿

How Do I Vote Absentee¿
Vote early through November 5 for 2018 Election
All eligible voters in Hennepin County can vote
absentee—either in-person or by mail.

General Election Date 2018
General Election – Tuesday, November 6

Am I Registered to Vote?
Visit this Secretary of State Website link to find out:
https://mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterStatus.aspx

Where Do I Vote On Election Day?
You may vote between 7:00 am and 8:00 pm at your polling location.

Polling Locations in Orono:
Precinct 1 – Long Lake Fire Station, 340 Willow Drive North
Precinct 2 – Good Shepherd Luther Church, 3745 Shoreline Drive
Precinct 3A – Calvary Memorial Church, 2420 Dunwoody Avenue
Precinct 4A – Orono Council Chambers, 2780 Kelley Parkway
Verify Your Polling Location
http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/
Call City Hall at (952) 249-4600

Keeping It Legal: Campaign Sign Rules
With state and local elections underway we have found our city blanketed
with yard signs. Candidates and their supporters use signs to increase the
candidates name recognition and to show support. Still, there are restrictions
in Orono that are meant to limit driver distraction, protect property rights,
maintain aesthetics, and ensure open, honest, and respectful campaigning.
Regulations in Orono are as follows:
1.

2.

State Statutes allow election signs of any size.
(Minnesota State Statutes)
211B.045 Noncommercial signs exemption. In any municipality,
whether or not the municipality has an ordinance that regulates the
size or number of noncommercial signs, all noncommercial signs of
any size may be posted in any number from 46 days before the state
primary in a state general election year until ten days following the
state general election.

Signs must be entirely on private property and must not restrict traffic
views. Any sign in a right-of-way, on any public property, and/or
restricting traffic views can be removed without notice by Orono city staff.
(Orono City Code)
Sec. 78-1466. Signs as accessory use.
(9) Election signs. Election signs are permitted on private property
in any district; provided such signs are removed within 10 days
following the election as related to the signs. No election sign shall
be permitted in any district sooner than 46 days before the state
primary for any state general election, and no sooner than two
months prior to the election for an election other than a state
general election.
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Vote early in person
Voters who live anywhere in Hennepin County can
in-person absentee vote at the Hennepin County
Government Center – 300 S. Sixth Street, Minneapolis
– skyway level. Hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

In-person absentee voting is also available at Orono
City Hall located at 2750 Kelley Parkway. Hours are 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Vote early by mail
Voters must fill out an application online or on paper
to receive a ballot. Paper applications are available in
English, Spanish, Hmong, Somali, Vietnamese, Russian,
Chinese, Lao, Oromo, Khmer and Amharic.

Voters do not need to be registered to vote to apply to
vote absentee. To make the process easier, voters may
want to register or ensure you are registered before
applying for an absentee ballot. Voter registration
applications are available online and at Orono City Hall.
Completed ballots must be received on or before
Election Day, November 6. Voters can return ballots by
mail or in person.
For more information about ways to vote early and
how to register to vote, visit the Hennepin County
website link provided below: https://www.sos.state.
mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/
Who is on the Ballot?
Candidates for Orono Municipal Offices
The following Orono city office positions will appear
on the November 6th General Election ballot. These
positions are at-large offices representing all Orono
residents.
Mayor (2-year term) Vote for one
Council Member (4-year term) Vote for up to two
To see who is on the Ballot visit the website link
provided: https://candidates.sos.state.mn.us/
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Community Development

Orono Public Safety

Comprehensive Plan
The Comprehensive Plan is document that outlines planned land
use, utilities, parks, and transportation systems impacting the
city for the next two decades. This plan is to be updated every
ten years, and our current update is well underway. The public
comment period is drawing to a close, but there is still time to
comment. On October 25th, the Planning Advisory Committee
will meet and host an open house for people interested in
reviewing the plan and talking to committee members. That
meeting will be at 5:00 pm at the
City Council Chambers.
On November 19th, the Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on the Plan. At the conclusion of the public hearing,
they will provide a recommendation, to be reviewed by the
City Council.

On December 10th, the City Council will receive the
recommendations of the Advisory Committee and the Planning
Commission and act on the Plan. The Plan must be submitted to
the Metropolitan Council by December 31, 2018.
The Comprehensive Plan, staff report to the Planning
Commission, and other information can be found on the
City’s website at http://www.ci.orono.mn.us/371/2040Comprehensive-Plan

Rental Licensing
The City Council adopted an ordinance that requires a license for
all residential rental properties, except for nursing homes or state
licensed residential facilities. To register and submit a rental license
application, access our permitting/ licensing portal:
https://www2.citizenserve.com/orono.

Make Sure Your House Number
Is Clearly Visible

When First Responders (Police, Fiore, EMT’s) respond to a house call,
it’s important they find the right place as quick as possible. Residents
can help by ensuring house numbers are easily visible from the road
at all times – day and night. Here are some tips to help us find your
house:
• Ensure numbers are well-lit at night
• Make sure numbers are large enough to be easily read from the
street, 4 inches minimum
• Numbers should contrast the color of your siding
• If your house isn’t clearly visible from the street due to trees
or other obstructions, clearly post your house number on your
mailbox or near the street.
Following these tips will help First Responders get there as quick as
possible, every minutes counts.
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Disposal of Unwanted
Prescription Drugs
The Orono Police Department conducts an annual drug take
back program in the spring of each year. We also don’t want
unwanted drugs to be stored or kept if they are not being
used. In order to assist our community to dispose of unused/
unwanted prescription drugs, The Crime Prevention Fund has
purchased drug deactivation bags to be offered to residents.
Each bag can be used to dispose of 45 pills or 6 ounces of
liquid or 6 patches. These drug deactivation bags can be
picked up at the Orono Police Department. Theses drug bags
are for small quantities. If you have more than 45 pills please
drop off unused/unwanted drugs at the drop boxes located
at Hennepin County Water Patrol Office in Spring Park or
Ridgedale District Court in Minnetonka.

Community Service Dog
(Xerxes) Update

Xerxes, our Community
Service Dog, is becoming
an integral piece to our
department since he has
joined us full time around
May 1, 2018. Xerxes,
and his handlers Officers
Kirschner, McCoy and
Russeth, have been very
busy meeting people at
various events and impromptu meet ups throughout our area.
Xerxes has also become a great addition to our department
to help relieve some of the stress our officers face on a daily
basis. His ability to calm is one of Xerxes’ greatest assets.
Xerxes has also been able to respond to calls to help those
needing a distraction from what is going on and those needing
a calming presence to help them communicate what they
need help with on that given day. We look forward to our
continual process to build a sustainable Community Service
Dog program that we can all be proud of!

Sign Ordinance

Sign regulations must be content neutral; regulations must apply
based on the time, place, or manner of the speech, rather than
content. The City Council On September 10th, passed a wholesale
revision of the Sign Code, to address this requirement, and to clarify
regulations for businesses and homeowners. You can find a copy of
the sign ordinance on the City’s website:
http://www.ci.orono.mn.us/282/Zoning-Ordinance-Amendments.
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Environmental
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Organics Recycling
Organics recycling accepted Tuesdays-Saturdays at Hennepin
County drop-off facilities in South Hennepin (Bloomington)
and Brooklyn Park

Residents now have more ways to recycle organics! Hennepin
County has expanded organics recycling service to its South
Hennepin (Bloomington) Drop-Off Facility, in addition to
organics recycling service at the Brooklyn Park South Transfer
Station. Organics recycling is also now accepted TuesdaysSaturdays at both facilities.
Guidelines for organics recycling at the Hennepin County
Drop-off Facilities:
Cost: No charge
Where: Accepted at Brooklyn Park and Bloomington facilities
Who: Households and businesses
Limit: Five bags per person per day.
Organics must be generated in Hennepin County and be
separated from trash and recyclables. Must also be in a closed
BPI-certified compostable plastic bag. Look for the BPI logo
and go to www.bpiworld.org for more info. Most grocery,
hardware, and home improvement stores sell BPT-certified
compostable plastic bags.

Acceptable materials include:
All food – fruits, vegetables, meat, fish, bones, dairy products,
eggs, egg shells, pasta, beans, rice, bread, cereal, nuts and shells
Non-recyclable and food-soiled paper not coated with plastic
– pizza boxes from delivery, napkins, paper towels, paper egg
cartons, facial tissue

Certified compostable products – compostable paper and
plastic cups, plates, bowls, utensils and containers. Look for
the BPI or Cedar Grove logos or the term “compostable” on
certified products.

Other compostable items – coffee grounds and filters, hair
and nail clippings, cotton balls and swabs with paper stems,
houseplants and flowers, tea bags, wooden items such as
chopsticks, popsicle sticks and toothpicks.

Organics brought to the county drop-off facilities are taken to
commercial composting sites where the material is recycled
into valuable compost. The compost is used for commercial
landscaping, community gardens, home gardens, and revegetating roadsides during road construction projects.
More information can be found online at the Green Disposal
Guide, www.hennepin.us/green-disposal-guide/items/
organics
Curbside Organics Recycling is Available in Orono

Randy’s Environmental Services serves Orono Residents
for their curbside organics recycling needs. Currently
we have 100 curbside organics recycling participants in
Orono. Organics recycling at home is easy and great for the
environment. For information and to sign up for curbside
organics recycling, contact Randy’s Environmental Services at
(763) 972-3335.

Yard Waste: What Should I Do With It¿
It’s important to dispose of leaves and other yard waste properly
to keep Minnesota waters clean.

Yard waste includes leaves, grass clippings, garden debris, brush,
sod, logs, trees and stumps, both indoor and outdoor plants,
mulch and woodchips. Yard waste is a valuable resource that can
add nutrients back into your yard or be recycled into compost.
It is illegal to put this kind of waste in your household garbage.
Here are four ways you can manage yard waste:

1. Leave grass clippings on your lawn. This will add valuable
nutrients to your yard and can reduce the need for fertilizers.
Don’t rake leaves into the street because they carry nutrients
that end up in storm sewers and drain to local water sources,
polluting rivers, lakes and streams.
2. Compost in your backyard. Use a compost bin in your
backyard for your garden, yard and food waste. Compost
can be used to improve soil on gardens. Learn more about
composting, including how to get a compost bin, at
www.hennepin.us/composting.
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3. Curbside pick-up. Contact your waste hauler for
information on options for curbside yard waste pickup and material preparations. If you bag yard waste for
curbside collection, you are required to use either paper or
compostable plastic bags.

4. Drop-off yard waste at a compost site. You can dispose of
large amounts of yard waste at a local compost site. There
are compost sites open to all Hennepin County residents in
Burnsville, Empire Township, Maple Grove, Minneapolis,
Minnetrista and Shakopee. Some cities have small municipal
drop-off sites and/or special collection days. Find a full list of
yard waste drop-off sites at
www.hennepin.us/yardwaste.
Do your part for the environment and manage your yard waste
properly. Learn more about managing yard waste at www.
hennepin.us/yardwaste.
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Tips for green events
With all the food, packaging and beverage bottles and cups,
events of any size, including fairs, markets, races, concerts and
parties, can generate a lot of waste. But with careful planning,
you can make your event low- or no-waste.
Take the following steps to make your green event efforts
successful:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Determine who will coordinate and implement recycling
efforts.
Evaluate all materials that will be at the event, and try to
eliminate as many disposal materials as possible. Assess
the remaining disposable materials to maximize recycling
opportunities.
Figure out how recycling and waste will be collected and
hauled. Determine where you will set up waste stations,
work with your event site or hauler to ensure materials
will be recycled, and reserve containers from your event
site, hauler or Hennepin County.
Inform attendees of your waste-reduction and recycling
efforts so that everyone can do their part.
Recruit volunteers to help set up and monitor waste
stations.
Make sure recycling stations are visible and convenient.
Always place recycling, composting and trash receptacles
together to form a recycling station.
Empty bins often.
Calculate your recycling rate and share your results with
attendees and vendors.

Resources and planning assistance available

Event planners and coordinators seeking to go green and
achieve low-waste events can receive free, customized
assistance from Hennepin County. Staff can help you create
waste reduction plans, educate vendors, train volunteers and
provide collection options. Access the following free event
planning resources at
www.hennepin.us/eventrecycling.
• Recycling containers that can be borrowed for free to add
recycling and organics recycling to events.
• Event recycling and waste reduction guide with steps to
take before, during and after the event to make your green
event efforts a success.
• Green event resources including signage and sample letters
to send to your vendors and presenters.

2019 Preliminary
Tax Levy and Budget
The City Council adopted the 2019 Preliminary General Fund
Budget and Tax Levy on September 24. The General Fund
pays for basic government services like Police, Fire, Street
Maintenance, Building Inspections, and Zoning. The General
Fund expenditure budget is increasing by $382,969 (4.67%).
This increase is being funded manly by non-tax revenue
sources and only requires an increase of $34,049 in the
General Fund tax levy.

The property tax levy has three components. The first is
the operating levy which is adopted to fund the General
Fund Operating Budget. The second part is the Pavement
Management Levy that is needed to fund the City’s pavement
maintenance plan. The final levy component is for the debt
service of the City’s outstanding bonds. The breakdown of the
tax Levy is as follows.

General Fund - Operating
Pavement Management
Debt Service

$4,380,000
$544,450
$711,000
$5,635,450

The total levy is increasing by $195,499 (3.6%). The primary
reason for this is an increase of $161,450 in the Pavement
Management Levy. This levy is needed to provide long-term
funding for the City’s street infrastructure. The final budget
and tax levy will be adopted on December 10th. On that night,
prior to the adoption of the final budget and levy, a public
hearing on the budget and tax levy will be held. Additional
budget information can be found on the City’s website.

Hennepin County can help event coordinators develop
waste-reduction plans, educate vendors, train volunteers and
find collection options. For more information, email the event
recycling program coordinator at carolyn.collopy@hennepin.us
or call 612-596-0993.
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Public Works
2018 Public Works Year in Review
As the weather starts to cool and we look back on the 2018
construction season, a lot has been accomplished to support the
city’s infrastructure.

In the streets and stormwater departments we were able to
reconstruct Old Crystal Bay Road in front of the School. The
project not only included repaving the road but also replacing the
water main, stormwater improvements and most importantly,
partnering with the Orono School District to coordinate traffic
flow to support their morning drop off regime. Landscaping is
underway now and will be followed by placement of the wear
course and permanent marking in October (MEA weekend if the
weather is good) and then decorative light poles will be installed
in the November timeframe.

In addition, we are finishing up pavement maintenance projects
throughout the city. We are near completion of pavement overlay
projects on Minnetonka Highlands, Lyric Ave (Livingston to
Blaine) and Leaf Street. Overlay projects consisted of removal of
some of the pavement, drainage improvements and installation of
a new pavement surface. Also the north end of Linden Lane was
realigned to get the pavement within the city Right of Way. City
crews were busy inspecting and replacing old street signs; some
395 signs in the northern section of the city. Street sweeping,
Right of Way mowing, pothole filling, and crack sealing will
continue into the fall.
In addition to the storm water improvements included in the
streets projects and normal maintenance activities, the city is
replacing damaged culverts on Kelly Avenue, Stubbs Bay Road N.,
Willow Drive S. and Ferndale Road W., Farview Lane and North
Arm Drive.
Organization
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Park

The Utility Department was busy on the portions of the
infrastructure most folks don’t see or notice on a regular basis.
This year we conducted a thorough cleaning (inside and out)
of the North Water Tower (the one near the school). Each year
we work to add back up power to our most critical systems.
Emergency backup generators are being installed at sanitary
sewer lift stations on Elmwood Ave, Bohns Point and West Lake
Street. We rehabilitated well #3 on the north water system
replacing a pump and motor that had been in service since the
1990s. In addition to our normal annual lift station checks and
services, we rehabilitated 2 of the 45 Lift Stations; LS 9 (Bohns
Point Rd) and GS #2 (Ferndale Rd W.). The crews also flushed/
cleaned and inspected 24,000ft of sewer pipes in the northern
portion of the city. Based on the same type of inspections last year
we will be rehabilitating 4500ft of sewer line in the west portion
of the city yet this fall.

The Parks are some of our most visible assets. This year saw the
construction of a new sports court in Navarre Park and a new deck
at the golf course clubhouse. Hopefully many of you were able
to enjoy them. The Parks Department also managed a project to
improve 2000 feet of trails at Lurton Off Leash Park and drainage
improvements at the Golf Course. Later this fall and into the
spring, work will continue to improve the trails, remove invasive
plants and reseed with native species.
This year our parks benefited from numerous volunteer efforts.
Thank you to those who’ve adopted parks through the Adopta-Park program. Thank you also to the following groups and
individuals who completed projects in our parks this year.

Activity

Home Depot
Big Island
Foundation and
Camp Gratitude
Boy Scout
Gavin Mueller

Saga Hills

The Home Depot Foundation and Camp Gratitude teamed up to
provide a generous donation of materials and labor to refurbish
and paint the exterior of the Big Island Visitor Center.

Boy Scout
Wyatt Jones

Highwood

Girl Scout
Troop 16214

Seven
Nations

Wyatt planned and then installed and couple foot bridges along
the trails in the park to provide access during the wet spring
months. He completed the project as part of his Eagle Scout
award process.

Gavin planned and then installed and wooden foot bridge at the
entrance to the park to provide access during the wet spring
months. He completed the project as part of his Eagle Scout
award process.

The Troop established a series of pollinator gardens in the park
as part of a Silver Award project.
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Orono City Facilities
Administration, Building & Finance
.............................................................................. 952-249-4600
Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us
Planning & Zoning....................................... 952-249-4620
Police Department....................................... 952-249-4700
Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us/police
24-Hour/Non-Emergency Dispatch..... 952-258-5321
Emergency....................................................... 911
Animal Control............................................... 952-249-4700
Public Works................................................... 952-249-4600
After Hours Dispatch................................... 952-258-5321
Utility Billing Department......................... 952-249-4613
Orono Public Golf Course......................... 952-473-1909
Website: www.oronopublicgolf.com

Frequently Called Numbers
Assessing

Community Groups

Orono Division................................................................. 952-249-4640
Hennepin County............................................................ 612-348-3011

Long Lake Chamber....................................................... 952-491-0813
Westonka Chamber........................................................ westonkacc.com
Orono Donation Garden .............................................. 612-990-3836
Orono Lions....................................................................... 612-965-0153
Orono Rotary.................................................................... oronorotary.org
Welcome Neighbor......................................................... 952-442-9000

Lake Agencies

DNR....................................................................................... 651-296-6157
Lake Minnetonka Conservation District............... 952-745-0789
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District.................... 952-471-0590

Recycling

Missed Pickups-Waste Management...................... 952-249-4600
Yard Waste-The Mulch Store...................................... 952-446-1056
Hazardous Waste-Hennepin County...................... 612-348-3777

Schools

Orono #278....................................................................... 952-449-8300
Orono Community Education.................................... 952-449-8350
Westonka #277................................................................ 952-491-8000
Wayzata #284................................................................... 763-745-5000
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Utilities/Services

Cable-Mediacom.............................................................. 800-332-0245
Electric-Wright Hennepin (NW Corner)............... 763-477-3000
Electric-Xcel....................................................................... 800-895-4999
Garbage (Homeowner Selects Hauler).................. ci.orono.mn.us
Gas-Center Point Energy.............................................. 612-372-4727
Gopher One-Call Before You Dig............................... 651-454-0002
Telephone-Frontier (Western Orono).................... 800-921-8101
Telephone-Century Link.............................................. 800-491-0118
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