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Message from the Mayor
It has been an active spring at the Orono
City Council. Lots of code & amendment
changes that will help the citizens of
Orono navigate the permitting process
for upgrading your house, rebuilding or
new construction. We are already seeing
a surge in new permits for renovations
in our community, and that can only
improve all of our housing values moving
forward. With the summer will come road
construction, and Wayzata Boulevard
(County Road 112) has already seen
a major start. In Orono the Fox Road
reconstruction will start soon and we
have already planned out the next eleven
roads to get started on over the next 18
months.
Some of the spring-summer
highlights are:
•
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•

•

•

The Lurton Dog Park has opened and
the grand opening will be June 17th
at 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. We have
already issued over 200 permits. It
has already become a great gathering
place in Orono for dogs and neighbors
to meet and mingle.

The annual walk with the Mayor on
April 29th was a great way to start the
Step To It Challenge, and I had a great
time walking with the residents for
the 2k kickoff walk.

The process for selecting the next City
Administrator has begun and we’ve
gone from 50+ candidates to under
10. Now we will begin the in-person
interviews and hopefully over the next
few months, we will find a capable
selection for Orono.
Purchasing online permitting
software was authorized, so we can
implement online permitting for the
first time in Orono.
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•
•
•
•
•

Saga Hills Improvement Project was
approved and will begin this summer
to make one of our great parks more
usable.

Fox Street bids were awarded to re-do
the road from Old Crystal Bay Road to
Brown Road.
Implementing paperless payroll for
the employees of Orono which will
help make government more efficient.
Implementing a paperless agenda for
the Planning Commission & the City
Council - making government more
efficient

Starting a resolution to get the
conversation started about the traffic
and speed issues at Old Crystal Bay
Road & County Road 6 - Making Orono
safer for families and kids!!

The role of City Government is to make
sure we take care of the Citizens & our
City. That means fire safety, police safety,
roads & infrastructure to name a few. The
City Council you have is committed to
streamline the way we work at the City.
This means reviewing how staff works,
how technology works to make life easier
for the City as well as the residents,
reviewing the City Ordinances to make
sure that we are not over burdening
the Citizens and bringing transparency
for all the Citizens of Orono in all the
business we do at City Hall. If we find
over burden in the system we will review,
re-work or delete those items. If you have
experienced issues or frustrations with
the City we would love to hear from you
so we can help identify where we can
make things better.

Mayor's Message continues on page 2
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Mayor’s Message Continued

2017 ITEMS TO WATCH FOR UPDATE:
ROADS - Two years ago I was determined to make sure that
we are budgeting correctly in all the areas that the City is
responsible for. This means our infrastructure needs to
budget for reserves for replacement, and that also means
that we need a dependable roads budget. The Fox Road
construction project has been awarded and will get done
this summer. The Council also selected the next eleven
roads to get done in 2017/2018. The engineering part of
the projects have started so we can go out and get bids and
award more road contracts.

PARKS:

With a Parks Commission that has been supported by me
since they were re-instituted a few years ago we have the
opportunity to build on the projects that the commission
has accomplished over the last 2 years (Lurton Dog Park &
Livingston Park). The Lurton Dog Park grand opening will
be on Saturday June 17th. The Saga Hill Park budget has
been approved and the Parks Commission will be starting
that project shortly and when done Saga Hill will be
brought back to life as a fully useful Orono Park once again.

ORDINANCES & FEE CHANGES & UPDATES:
•

•

The recently appointed Code Review Committee is
reviewing all ordinances and fees relating to permits,
variances, etc. Over the course of 2017 we will be
looking to help streamline many things and here are a
few of the already accomplished code changes that will
help residents avoid variances and the time that goes
along with having to obtain one.
Non-encroachments change that will give residents
more flexibility on items in the 5 foot setback area such
as planters, landscaping, small walls less than 2 feet
high etc.
Structural Coverage Change from 15% to 20% with
additional exclusions. This will help smaller lots that
have difficulty with decks etc.

•
•
•
•

Survey & site plan amendment change which will help
residents get approvals quicker from staff and without
the additional burden of the costs of such plans for
smaller projects.
Lot line adjustment amendment change which will
simplify the process for easy boundary line issues that
should be able to be approved by staff and not have to
go through the variance process.

Escrow agreement change which will ease the financial
burden for permits for the citizens. We want to
encourage the citizens to improve their home with
undue financial burden from the city.
Wetland delineation code change so the citizens
will be able to get a more timely answer for all the
construction projects the residents are undertaking.
Before this change you could not get a wetland
delineation approval during the non-growing season
which is generally from October to April. Now staff will
be able to use the outside resources available to them
to get a potential approval during the non-growing
season. This will help the citizens keep their projects
on time and on track for a timely finish.

COMMUNICATIONS:

We are currently interviewing firms to help us recalibrate
the Orono website. This will make the website more user
friendly and will showcase all the great things that we
have in Orono as well as help bring more information &
transparency as to what the City does with all the great
staff and departments that we have in Orono City Hall.

I am enjoying being your Mayor and working with my
fellow City Council Members. I have had the opportunity
to chat, have coffee, text, email and house visit with many
Orono citizens over the last few months and it is always
gratifying to help work through any issues or problems to
their conclusion. We will get a lot of work accomplished for
the Citizens and I am always available for coffee to discuss
Orono. My moto is Citizens 1st and that will never change.

Walk with the Mayor - Step To It Recap

This year’s annual Hennepin County challenge was kicked off with a 2 mile Walk
with the Mayor, Dennis Walsh on April 30th. Even with the cold brisk day for
the Walk with the Mayor, we had about 20 people come and do the 2 mile walk
to and from City Hall. Step to it is an activity challenge that motivates people of
all ages and abilities to become more physically active during the month of May.
There were 26 people participating for Team Orono and fourteen people have
won Twins tickets for participating in the challenge. Great work Orono!
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Orono Police Department
Night to Unite
August 1, 2017

Orono has been a strong partner in the Annual Night
to Unite program. Sponsored by the Minnesota Crime
Prevention Association, AAA of MN/Iowa, and local law
enforcement, Night to Unite is a time to celebrate and
strengthen neighborhoods and communities.

On Night to Unite residents across Minnesota are asked
to lock their doors, turn on outside lights, and spend the
evening outside with neighbors. Many neighborhoods
host block parties and cookouts, and our Police and Fire
Departments are available to join in these events.

Big Island Dock Donations

Night to Unite is Minnesota’s largest crime prevention
event. The fact is that neighborhoods were neighbors look
out for each other are safer.
Join neighbors across Orono on
Tuesday, August 1, 2017. It’s a great
opportunity for residents to band
together, enjoy a summer evening,
and strengthen relationships.

If you plan on hosting a block party,
please register early with the Orono
Police Department. Early registration will guarantee a visit
from the Orono Police Department and Long Lake Fire
Department. To register, please contact Patrol Officer Mike
Fournier at 952-249-4731 for more information.

We would like to recognize the following people for their donations for the Big
Island Docks: Michael Williams & CCI Surety ($2,500); Tim Stevenson family
$2,000); Sean Foy ($500); John Kwakenat Family ($500); Dennis & Amanda Walsh
Family ($500); and Ritchie Anderson & North Shore Marina (Free winter storage). It
is because of the great people we have in our community that we are able to partner
and do great projects like Big Island. Look for more updates on Big Island in future
newsletters. Thanks Again!

Message From A Fellow Resident
It was 2002 when we moved to Orono. As I surveyed a
mowed acre of our lakeside front yard in 2009, my eyes
rested on an old sewer mound. How could we improve
that space and help the environment at the same time?

that will grow into a bee-friendly hedge. Starting these
gardens was a lot of work but the result is rewarding and
easy. Natural spaces don’t need weeding and only in the
spring do we maintain them by removing dead stalks to
make way for new growth.

In 2014, four more pollinator gardens were created,
including a fountain in the center, for the bees. This spring,
seedlings were planted around the quadrant perimeters

-Submitted by: J. Charrier

Recently, I had read about restoring lawns back into
natural spaces. We had already planted shrubs and trees
for the birds but needed to do more. I consulted my Master
Gardener mother, a talented landscape artist, for advice;
we sketched out a plan. It worked! The old gardening
adage: “First it sleeps, then it creeps, then it leaps” was
true. Within three years, the new pollinator garden was
bursting with flowers, milkweed and a variety of bees and
butterflies, including the Imperiled Monarch.
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It’s your turn. Make a plan, plant non-neonic seeds
and watch a mowed lawn turn into a natural paradise.
Beneficial insects give so
much to us but insecticides
and loss of habitat have
reduced them to record
lows. Now is the time to
give back.

City of Orono News

Page 3

Featured Park: Saga Hills Nature Area
The Orono Park Commission has identified the Saga
Hill Nature Area as one of its focus parks for 2017. The
Commission recently prepared a plan, approved by the City
Council, to restore overgrown areas that were once open,
improve trails, install benches, and erect signs and markers
with interesting ecological and historical information. All of
this will be done while respecting the park’s status as a quiet,
passive area designed to be enjoyed in its natural setting.
Improvements will be made over the next several months.
Saga Hill Nature Area comprises just over 30 acres of historic
land that was the result of public/private collaboration. In
1994 fears of development led to the formation of the Saga
Hill Preservation Society (SHPC). Working with the City of
Orono, SHPC spearheaded initial land acquisition through
private donations, MN DNR grants and the City’s Park Fund.
Restrictive covenants assure continued protection.

A 15-acre remnant of original maple-basswood ‘Big Woods’
encircles the eastern half of the park. A broad hill in the
center, one of the highest in Hennepin County, was an open
grazing field that once offered a view of the surrounding area.
On its edge are stands of native white pine and quaking aspen.

Susan E. Lurton Park Grand Opening

An early SHPC study
indicated that as many
as 120 species of birds
are likely to inhabit the
park during the year, in
addition to a variety of
other wildlife.

“Saga Hill” was also
the name of nearby
Swedish and Norwegian
settlements that thrived during the late 1800s and early
1900s. The Norwegians first used the name “Saga Hill” when
they platted 40 acres southeast of the park, between West
Arm, North Arm and Forest Lake. Their story has been told
in The Saga of Saga Hill, by Theodore Blegen. The Swedish
Saga Hill settlement, started a few years later by Rev. Erik
Skogsbergh, extended from the bluff above Jennings Bay, to
nearby farms west and north. Fairview Covenant Church,
across from the park on North Shore Drive, remains as a legacy
of Skogsbergh’s efforts.
More historical information will be included on a sign in the
park and posted on the city website.

The grand opening for the off-leash dog park will be taking place
on Saturday, June 17, 2017 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. There will
be a leash cutting ceremony at 1:00 p.m. Orono City Council and
Parks Commissioners will be on-hand. Pet vendors and adoptions
will also be available on site. Annual passes are available at Orono
City Hall; $25 for residents and $40 for non-residents. The off-leash
park is located at 3580 Wayzata Blvd, Orono.
Have an idea for or wish to volunteer at a park?
Contact a Park Commissioner
Rick Meyers, Chair
(952) 237-2918
valkriders2@yahoo.com
Jan Berg
(952) 471-7462
jcbjvbsmb@msn.com

Brenda Johnson
(952) 378-3595
brendapark14@gmail.com

Julie Ruegemer
(952) 215-1479
julieruegemer@hotmail.com
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Bryce Johnson
(952) 472-5117
bryce.oronoparks@gmail.com
Brian Roath
(612) 599-4586
B_roath@yahoo.com

Natalie Williams
(415) 710-9346
np.Williams@yahoo.com

Orono Golf Course

Golf season is definitely here and the Orono
Public Golf Course is open. This course
offers an exciting challenge for golfers of all
levels and is known for its friendly family
atmosphere. Also, the nine-hole course has
varying topography, elevated greens, mature
trees and a wooded buffer surrounding its
perimeter. Go to their website to make a Tee
Time today.
Rate per 9 Holes (Mon - Sun)
Individual 		
$18
Junior (ages 12-18) $12
Senior (60 years+)
$15
Second Round 		
$8
Motorized cart
$16/per round

For more information on rates visit:
http://www.oronopublicgolf.com/rates.html
or call 952-473-1909.
Also look for us on Groupon.
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Share the Trail
The City of Orono website contains maps of the many trail
systems in our community, including those throughout
Hennepin County and Three Rivers Park district. As we
head into another season of outdoor activity, it is important
to remember that many of the trails are multi-use and
applying good trail etiquette will keep them safe and
enjoyable for everyone: walkers, bicyclists, skaters, and
runners.
•
•
•

Keep Right (just like driving a car).
Pass on the Left, in single file only.
Before passing, inform others with an audible "on your
left" or other signal.

•
•
•
•
•
•

If you stop, move off the trail.
Obey all traffic signs and use extra caution at
intersections and where trails cross driveways.
Respect the rights and privacy of adjoining landowners.
Take your litter with you.
Dogs must be leashed and under the owner’s control at
all times.
Pet waste must be immediately bagged and properly
disposed in waste containers.

Most importantly have fun and enjoy!

City of Orono Recreational Fires

Backyard bonfires are a popular way for friends and
neighbors to gather in the hopes of a little relaxation and
down time. In Orono, a burning permit is NOT required
for Recreational fires that meet these guidelines:
•
•
•

Do not exceed 3 feet in diameter or 3 feet in height
Are a minimum of 50 feet from adjacent buildings
Are a minimum of 25 feet from all lot lines

In addition, it is important to observe all Fire Bans
or Warnings issued by the DNR and to follow safety
guidelines.
•
•

Before starting your fire, rake and remove all dry
leaves and debris from within 20-30 feet of your site.
Have a charged garden hose, approved fire
extinguisher, or pails of water nearby to control
the fire.

•

•
•

Use only “approved” fire starting substances, and use
lighter fluid according to the directions on the bottle.
More is NOT better. The vapors from flammable
liquids can flash back and burn anyone standing
nearby. Flammable liquids also have the potential to
initially burn too high and get out of control.
Closely supervise all children and keep them a safe
distance from the fire.
Constantly attend to the fire until it burns out
completely or is extinguished.

Please Note: No Charge Permits are still required for
small & large brush fires and prairie management burns;
these permit applications can be obtained on the Orono
website at: www.ci.orono.mn.us

Smoke Alarms

Smoke alarms save lives. Smoke alarms that are properly
installed and maintained play a vital role in reducing fire
deaths and injuries. If there is a fire in your home, smoke
spreads fast and you need smoke alarms to give you time to
get out.
Here's what you need to know!
• A closed door may slow the spread of smoke, heat and
fire. Install smoke alarms in every sleeping room and
outside each separate sleeping area. Install alarms on
every level of the home.
• Smoke alarms should be interconnected. When one
sounds, they all sound.

Summer 2017

•
•
•
•
•
•

Large homes may need extra smoke alarms.
Test your smoke alarms at least once a month. Press the
test button to be sure the alarm is working.
There are two kinds of alarms. Ionization smoke alarms
are quicker to warn about flaming fires. Photoelectric
alarms are quicker to warn about smoldering fires. It is
best to use of both types of alarms in the home.
When a smoke alarm sounds, get outside and
stay outside.
Replace all smoke alarms in your home every 10 years.
For more information about Smoke alarms go to:
www.nfpa.org
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Public
Works

Road Reconstruction Projects

RECONSTRUCTION/ REHABILITATION

2017 Road reconstruction efforts will focus on Fox Street. The project will in general, include full depth pavement
reclamation with spot replacement of the underlying soils. In addition, many of the drainage culverts will be replaced
during construction. Pavement reclamation is a process by which the existing bituminous (asphalt) surface is ground and
mixed with a portion of the underlying aggregate base. The reclaimed material will be compacted and a new bituminous
surface will be placed over the top.

MAINTENANCE

This summer the City plans to complete overlay projects
on Tonka Avenue, East Lake Street, Northern Avenue and
Minnetonka Avenue. The overlay projects will consist of
removal of some of the pavement, drainage improvements
and installation of a new pavement surface. In addition
we will be repaving the Crystal Bay Post Office parking
lot. Pothole filling and some crack sealing will also occur
throughout the summer.

SURVEYING AND ENGINEERING

This summer the City will be conducting preliminary
work to prepare for projects for 2018. Roads identified
for rehabilitation of overlays in 2018 include Forest Arms
Lane, Wildhurst Trail, Vine Place, West Lafayette Road,
Minnetonka Highlands, Lyric Ave (Livingston to Blaine) and
Leaf Street.

The projects are expected to take place in the June –September timeframe. For more information go to the projects page on
the City Website www.ci.orono.mn.us .

Support Your Local Businesses: During Road Construction
Local Businesses are open in Long Lake and Orono
during the road construction project along Wayzata
Boulevard. The business district in Long Lake and Orono
is experiencing significant disruption during the road
construction project. It is important to acknowledge
that our local businesses contribute to making our
community a wonderful place to live, so be sure to stop

in and show your support. The Business Community
is launching a website that will contain up-to-date
information on the project. This new website will
also include specials for many of our local businesses.
For more information regarding local businesses
and road construction project updates go to: www.
SHOPLONGLAKE.org

Mike Gaffron Retiring After 39 Years of Dedicated Service to Orono
Mike Gaffron has served the City of Orono since February
6, 1978 in various capacities, including On Site Systems
Manager, Septic Systems Inspector, Assistant Planning and
Zoning Administrator, Senior Planning Coordinator, Planning
Director, Assistant City Administrator-Long Term Strategy,
and Senior Planner. He has skillfully and consistently upheld
the vision of the City throughout his career. Mike’s career
with the City has been marked by a strong commitment to
the protection of the environment and the best interests of
the community. He has earned the respect and friendship of
residents, applicants, developers, co-workers, Commission
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and Council members for his patience, kindness, knowledge,
history, and thorough record keeping. He is an irreplaceable
and invaluable asset to
the City of Orono. We
are truly grateful for
his service and want to
extend our best wishes
for a long and healthy
retirement.
Thank you Mike!
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Stormwater and the Environment:
Easy Ways to Reduce Water Pollution
Best Management Practices (BMPs) are actions you can take to reduce nonpoint source pollution. Even if you don’t
own waterfront property, the things you do to your home, farm, and yard directly impact the quality of our lakes,
streams, and wetlands. The stormwater that passes over your land, driveway, and sidewalk travels directly from your
property to the nearest body of water (lake, stream or wetland). The runoff entering your curbside storm drain is not
“cleaned” or treated before entering our lakes, streams and wetlands.
Pollutions in runoff may include sediment, yard chemicals, automotive fluids, pet or farm animal waste, and other
debris. Listed below are BMPs you can practice at your home or farm to reduce nonpoint source pollution. See how
you can reduce one of our largest pollution problems today.
Household Best Management Practices (BMPs)
•

Sweep up yard chemicals that spill onto hard surfaces.

•

Sweep grass clippings off the street, driveway or sidewalk after mowing. Grass clippings can add phosphorus to
our waters.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clean up pet waste and dispose of it in the trash. Pet waste contains nutrients as well as harmful bacteria.
Remove leaves and other plants from the street.
Don’t pour any waste down the stormdrain.

Wash your car on the lawn or take it to a commercial car wash. Waste water at a commercial at a commercial car
wash is treated through the sanitary sewer system.
Plant a rain garden.

Allow stormwater and melting snow to soak into your yard as much as possible.

Direct your downspout to your lawn or into a rain barrel for watering at a later date.

Avoid directing runoff onto hard, impervious surfaces such as the driveway or sidewalk.

Orono Online Permitting
Watch the City Website and newsletter
for updates as the city incorporates a
new online permitting and application
process. Citizen Serve will allow the
residents and contractors to apply
for and pay for permits and make
land use applications online. Owners
and contractors will be able to track
progress on their application and
permits in real time.
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Orono City Facilities
Administration, Building & Finance
.............................................................................. 952-249-4600
Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us
Planning & Zoning....................................... 952-249-4620
Police Department....................................... 952-249-4700
Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us/police
24-Hour/Non-Emergency Dispatch..... 952-258-5321
Emergency....................................................... 911
Animal Control............................................... 952-249-4700
Public Works................................................... 952-249-4600
After Hours Dispatch................................... 952-258-5321
Utility Billing Department......................... 952-249-4613
Orono Public Golf Course......................... 952-473-1909
Website: www.oronopublicgolf.com

Frequently Called Numbers
Assessing

Community Groups

Orono Division................................................................. 952-249-4640
Hennepin County............................................................ 612-348-3011

Long Lake Chamber....................................................... 952-491-0813
Westonka Chamber........................................................ westonkacc.com
Orono Donation Garden (Contact Lizz Levang)........... 952-476-4123
Orono Lions....................................................................... 763-498-2120
Orono Rotary.................................................................... oronorotary.org
Welcome Neighbor......................................................... 952-442-9000

Lake Agencies

DNR....................................................................................... 651-296-6157
Lake Minnetonka Conservation District............... 952-745-0789
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District.................... 952-471-0590

Recycling

Missed Pickups-Waste Management...................... 952-249-4600
Yard Waste-The Mulch Store...................................... 952-446-1056
Hazardous Waste-Hennepin County...................... 612-348-3777

Schools

Orono #278....................................................................... 952-449-8300
Orono Community Education.................................... 952-449-8350
Westonka #277................................................................ 952-491-8000
Wayzata #284................................................................... 763-745-5000
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Utilities/Services

Cable-Mediacom.............................................................. 800-332-0245
Electric-Wright Hennepin (NW Corner)............... 763-477-3000
Electric-Xcel....................................................................... 800-895-4999
Garbage (Homeowner Selects Hauler).................. ci.orono.mn.us
Gas-Center Point Energy.............................................. 612-372-4727
Gopher One-Call Before You Dig............................... 651-454-0002
Telephone-Frontier (Western Orono).................... 800-921-8101
Telephone-Century Link.............................................. 800-491-0118
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