City of Orono

Spring Newsletter
Inside This Issue
Mayor's Message......................... 1
Take Back Initiative..................... 3
2K Walk With The Mayor........... 3
Big Island Committee................. 3
New Off-Leash Park.................... 4
Golf Season Passes....................... 4
Protect Your Environment........... 4
Spring Cleanup........................... 5
Road Construction Projects......... 6
Weight Restrictions..................... 6
Homestead Applications.............. 7
Community Management Plan... 7

Message from the Mayor
2017 brought the City of Orono a new
Mayor (Dennis Walsh) and now three
new City Council Members (Richard F.
Crosby, Victoria Seals & Wendy Dankey)
to join with current City Council Member
Aaron Printup.
Some of the highlights so far in
2017 are:
•
•

Market Value Notices.................. 7

Get to Know Your Mayor
and Council Members
Dennis Walsh,
Mayor
dwalsh2@ci.orono.mn.us
Richard Crosby II,
Council Member
rcrosby@ci.orono.mn.us

Wendy Dankey,
Council Member
wdankey@ci.orono.mn.us
Aaron H. Printup,
Council Member
aprintup@ci.orono.mn.us
Victoria Seals,
Council Member
vseals@ci.orono.mn.us
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•
•

•

Lurton Dog Park is seeing a lot of
activity as residents find a great
place to take a long walk or run with
their dog.

Transparency has come to the
Planning Commission with the
addition of video-taping the Planning
Commission meetings. Now all
residents will be able to review these
meetings at their leisure.
The Council has returned the right
for residents to have a well on their
property anytime regardless if you
are on City water or not.

The fee required for having a
recreational fire in your backyard
has been deleted. Some fees don’t
make sense and we are on the side
of getting rid of issues that make no
sense.

New residency restrictions for Level
3 Sex Offenders. This is a citizen
safety issue and there were no
restrictions before the City Council
put restrictions in place. We all saw
the need to protect Orono citizens
before any problems arise.

Welcome Our New Employee!
Anna Carlson,
City Clerk
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The Council appointed a new City
Prosecutor. The Council saw the new
law firm as having more depth in
their firm to handle the issues that
come before the City.

Transparency was brought to the
monthly City Council work sessions
with the addition of full note taking.
Now you will be able to review the
notes (available on the City website)
regarding the discussions we have at
the Work Session without having to
attend these meetings.
Appointment of an Interim City
Administrator (Doug Reeder) due
to the current City Administrator
(Jessica Loftus) leaving at the end
of February 2017. Doug has four
decades of experience at the City
Administrator level and we look
forward to working with him.

Selection of an executive search firm
(Waters & Company) to handle the
vetting of a new City Administrator.
They are a firm with lots of
experience in this search category
and we look forward to working with
them.

Two (2) Old Retired Bond Funds
were closed down and the money
transferred ($180,000) to the Roads
Funds so we can get all the roads
done that are needed in Orono. We
look forward to finalizing the bidding
and selection of contractors to re-do
Fox Road between Old Crystal Bay
Road & Brown Road in 2017.

Mayor's Message continues on page 2
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Mayor’s Message Continued
The role of City Government is to make sure we take care
of the Citizens & our City. That means Fire Safety, Police
Safety, Roads & Infrastructure to name a few. The City
Council you have is committed to streamline the way we
work at the City. This means reviewing how staff works,
how technology works to make life easier for the City as
well as the residents, reviewing the City Ordinances to
make sure that we are not over burdening the Citizens
and bringing transparency for all the Citizens of Orono in
all the business we do at City Hall. If we find overburden
in the system we will review, re-work or delete those
items. If you have experienced issues or frustrations with
the City we would love to hear from you so we can help
identify where we can make things better.
2017 ITEMS TO WATCH FOR
ROADS - Two years ago I was determined to make sure
that we are budgeting correctly in all the areas that the
City is responsible for. This means our infrastructure
needs to budget for reserves for replacement, and that
also means that we need a dependable roads budget. We
will get Fox Road done in 2017 as I talked about above,
and we will be making big lists for 2018. If you believe
you have a road issue please call and be heard.

PARKS – With a Parks Commission that has been
supported by me since they were re-instituted a few
years ago we have the opportunity to build on the
projects that the commission has accomplished over
the last two years (Lurton Dog Park & Livingston Park).
The Parks Commission has been doing a great job for
the City and in 2017 we are looking at cleaning up Saga
Hill & instituting some new ideas with the Orono Golf
Course. With Saga Hill it is amazing that the highest land
in Hennepin County has never been developed and the
part that Orono owns is 40 acres. With the restoration
we are looking at, Saga Hill will become a great park for
all Orono residents to enjoy for generations to come.
The Parks Commission is also looking at new ideas to
accentuate the Orono Golf Course. With such beautiful
views it seems like we could add deck space & seating for
residents to enjoy when they are done golfing or to just
stop by and have a little relaxation with friends. It may
also be a great place to hold a wedding or a reception.
If you have any additional great thoughts or ideas
please reach out to the Parks Commission as we want to
maximize the assets that we have in Orono.
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ORDINANCES & FEES
The recently appointed Code Review Committee is
reviewing all ordinances and fees relating to permits,
variance. Over the course of 2017 we will be looking to
help streamline many things such as:
•

Reduce the permit process from 6 weeks to 2 weeks.

•

Get the permit & variance fees in line with the
surrounding communities.

•
•
•
•

Reduce the permit application from 4 pages to 1

Get the online permitting system up and running
(April hopefully)

Modify codes that are over-reaching and complicate
the process for the citizens.

Give staff more freedom to make decisions so the
process doesn’t need to come to the City Council and
the time that it takes to do that process.

COMMUNICATIONS
The website that Orono has is very old and cumbersome.
The newly appointed Communications Committee is
looking to revamp the website, the Facebook site etc.
This will make the website more user friendly and will
showcase all the great things that we have in Orono;
as well as help bring more information & transparency
as to what the City does with all the great staff and
departments that we have in Orono City Hall.
I was humbled to be elected as your Mayor last
November, and I look forward to being your Mayor for
the next two years and working with my fellow Council
Members. We will get a lot of work accomplished for the
Citizens and I am always available for coffee to discuss
Orono. My moto is Citizens 1st and that will never
change.
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Orono Police Department
National Take-Back Initiative
The National Prescription Drug Take-Back Day aims to
provide a safe, convenient, and responsible means of
disposing of prescription drugs, while also educating
the general public about the potential for abuse and
medications.
This event will take place on April 29, 2017 at Orono
Public Works, located at 2700 Kelley Parkway from

8AM to 2PM. City Staff will be onsite to collect and
dispose of unwanted and unused prescription drugs
including pills, patches and liquids.

If you want more information or have questions, please
call 952-249-4700.

2K Walk with the Mayor: Step To It Challenge Kick Off
The long winter has kept many of us inside and
caused a case or two of cabin fever. To kick-off this
year’s annual Step To It Challenge, please join us for
a 2K Walk with the Mayor on Sunday, April 30th at
9 a.m. Before the walk participants can stop at the
sign-up table in front of Orono City Hall at (2750 Kelly
Parkway) and grab Twins T-Shirt while supplies last,
receive information about the Step To It Program.
Then we will join Mayor Walsh in a 2K loop down Old
Crystal Bay Rd. N to County Rd. 6 and back up Willow
Drive N to Kelley Parkway and back to City Hall.
The four-week Step to It Challenge runs from May 1
to May 28, 2017. Individual participants also have a
chance to win Twins tickets each week.

Register after April 1st by
visiting the Step to It Challenge
website at: www.steptoit.org
and register for team Orono.

As a Step To It participant, you will keep an ongoing
total of the steps you take during the challenge. Using
an activity conversion chart at www.steptoit.org,
other activities such as biking, skateboarding, Tai
Chi, or even just mowing the lawn can count toward
overall steps. Our Web site will allow you to record
your steps online. Best of all, it’s FREE!
If you have any questions, please call Rachel at
952-249-4603.

Public/Private Partnership Formed
to support the Docks at Big Island

Orono is Looking to Form a
Big Island Committee

Orono would like to celebrate and acknowledge the
Public/Private partnership we have put together for the
costs of the docks at Big Island. The following are the
partners of this group that have pledged contributions:

The City Council is looking to form a Big Island
Committee. The Big Island Committee is designed to
generate ideas to make Big Island more useful and
accessible for the general public. This Committee will
also recommend future actions on Big Island. This
committee will be made up of Orono Council Members,
Orono Parks Commission Members, Orono Planning
Commission Members and people from the general
public. If you would like to get involved or know a
group that would like to get involved call City Hall at
952-249-4600. The city will be considering members
through April 1, 2017.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sean Foy, Orono Resident
Mike Williams, St. Louis Park Resident
Orono Lions
Ritchie Anderson, Northshore Marina
Tim Stevenson Family
John Kwakenat Family
Dennis & Amanda Walsh Family

Thank you for your pledges
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Orono’s New Off Leash Park
The Susan B. Lurton Off-Leash Park is the newest City
amenity within Orono. It is a great location for spending time
with your dog off the leash in a fun and safe environment.
The park is intended to be a place where both people and
dogs can socialize and enjoy the outdoors.
Location: 3580 Wayzata Blvd W., Orono, MN.

Park Passes: In order to protect the park and offset the
additional costs incurred with maintaining an off leash park,
access to the park is controlled via an annual pass system.
Annual passes are available at the Orono City Hall and are
valid from January 1st thru December 31st.
Only one pass per household is required.
•
•

Annual Pass (Resident)		
Annual Pass (Non-Resident)

$ 25.00
$ 40.00

Have an idea for or wish to volunteer at a park?
Contact a Park Commissioner
Rick Meyers, Chair
(952) 237-2918
valkriders2@yahoo.com

Bryce Johnson
(952) 472-5117
bryce.oronoparks@gmail.com

Brenda Johnson
(952) 378-3595
brendapark14@gmail.com

Natalie Williams
(415) 710-9346
np.Williams@yahoo.com

Jan Berg
(952) 471-7462
jcbjvbsmb@msn.com

Julie Ruegemer
(952) 215-1479

Brian Roath
(612) 599-4586
B_roath@yahoo.com

Get Your 2017 Season Passes - A Great Value
SEASON PASS RATES (Unlimited Play)
• Individual Season Pass 		
		
• Junior Season Pass (12 - 18 years old) 		
• Senior Season Pass (60 years or older)
• *Family Season Pass		
		

Base Rate Resident rate
$489.00
$425.00
$299.00
$260.00
$374.00
$325.00
$575.00
$560.00

*Family meaning: Immediate family living in the same household. Children must be 18 years old or younger.
For more information on rates visit: http://www.oronopublicgolf.com/rates.html or call 952-473-1909.
Also look for us on Groupon.

What You Can Do to Protect Your Environment
In Your House:
• Buy less toxic or nontoxic materials.
• Properly dispose of all hazardous household
materials, from cleanser to fluorescent tubes to
paints.
• Recycle your recyclables.
• Compost your kitchen scraps.
• Don’t waste water and energy. Turn lights off when
they are not in use and turn thermostat down when
you’re not at home.

In Your Yard:
• Compost your leaves and grass clippings.
• Follow the directions for use on all lawn and garden
chemicals and properly dispose of them.
• Use nontoxic fertilizers and weed control products.
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In Your Garage:
• Keep your motorized garden equipment well
maintained and in good operating condition.
• Use a push mower and hand operated trimmers
and rakes.
• Don’t pour used oil or antifreeze down your sewer
drain. One pint of used motor oil can contaminate
thousands of gallons of water.

At Your Cabin:
• Regularly clean your septic system and keep it well
maintained.
• Be careful when filling your boat tank with gasdon’t spill any into the lake.
• Properly dispose of waste.
• Avoid using Chemicals near lakes.
• Don’t spray for mosquitoes.
• Don’t disturb nesting wildlife-they need a quiet
place to raise their young.
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Public
Works

Road Reconstruction Projects
2017 Road reconstruction efforts will focus on Fox Street. The Project will in
general, include full depth pavement reclamation with spot replacement of the
underlying soils. In addition, many of the drainage culverts will be replaced
during construction.

Pavement reclamation is a process by which the existing bituminous (asphalt) surface is ground and mixed with a
portion of the underlying aggregate base. The reclaimed material will be compacted and a new bituminous surface
will be placed over the top. The projects are expected to take place in the June –September timeframe. The State
will be funding a reclamation project for the section between Old Crystal Bay Road and Willow Drive and the City
Pavement Management Fund will fund the section between Willow Drive and Brown Road. For more information go
to the projects page on the City Website www.ci.orono.mn.us.

Road Maintenance Projects

Road maintenance this summer will consist of pothole filling and some crack sealing.

Weight Restrictions in Orono

Lunds Re-Opening in Navarre

Weight restrictions are in effect during the spring
thaw season. Streets may be posted for weight
restrictions any time that road and weather
conditions warrant weight limits to protect streets
from damage.

The store was packed recently with customers
eager to see all the fabulous improvements that
Lunds has finished at their store in Navarre. “I had a
great time talking with all the staff and customers”.
~ Dennis Walsh

The city follows MnDOT scheduling from imposing
and removing spring road weight limit restrictions
Dates are posted at http://dotapp7.dot.state.mn.us/
research/seasonal_load_limits/sllindex.asp
or by calling 651-366-5400
or toll free at 1-800-723-6543.
These dates generally fall between March 1st and
May 15th dependent on weather conditions.
For more information and for the Orono street list,
please visit our website at: www.ci.orono.mn.us
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Pictured: Orono Mayor, Dennis Walsh and Council Member Richard
F. Crosby and the store managers of Lunds in Navarre.
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Homestead Applications
Can Be Filed Online
After moving in to your new home, you can apply for
homestead online, anytime and anywhere, via the
Hennepin County website. If you qualify, you may
receive a market value exclusion, which can reduce
your property taxes in the following year.

Qualifying for homestead
• You may qualify for the homestead tax reduction
if you own and occupy your home as your primary
residence. Some relatives of the owner may qualify
if they live in the owner’s house.
• Applications should be filed when you move into a
home you own, or a relative owns, by December 1.
• The deadline to submit the application is
December 15.

Apply online
• Sign into the Hennepin County online service at
www.hennepin.us/homestead, via computer, smart
phone, or tablet.
• Complete the homestead application.
• You can track the status of your application.
• To protect private information, this application
uses a secure server and applicant registration with
email, login and password protection.
• Information will not be shared with outside parties.
• Your application will automatically be sent to the
appropriate homestead office.
For more information, and to apply visit
www.hennepin.us/homestead.

Contact
For assistance please email
ao.homestead@hennepin.us or contact us directly at
612-348-3046.
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City of Orono Updates 2040
Community Management Plan
The City of Orono is beginning its update of the
2040 Community Management Plan. This plan will
guide development and investment strategies for the
community over the next two decades. Issues such as
development patterns, utility and service provision,
housing density, water and environmental protection,
and park and trail placement are to be discussed
within the plan.
Your voice is necessary and important to ensure that
the plan reflects your vision for Orono. Please look
for more information in the city newsletter, on the
city’s website, or follow the city Facebook page for
periodic updates as to the status of the plan, and for
opportunities to provide feedback.

Market Value Notices and Appeal
Process - Open Book Meeting
Market Value notices are sent to property owners
each March. The notice states the estimated market
value of a property and its property classification.
The estimated market value represents a reasonable
approximation of what your property may sell for
in the open market based on market conditions and
information relating to your specific property.

If a property owner believes the 2016 estimated
market value and/or classification of their property is
incorrect, they can contact the Assessing Department
at 952-249‐4640. Property owners may meet
individually with the Assessor at the Open Book
Meeting scheduled from 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
on Wednesday, April 19, 2017 at Orono Council
Chambers, 2780 Kelley Parkway. Please call the
Assessing Department prior to the meeting so that the
Assessor can be prepared to discuss your property.
Further information about the appeals process is
stated on the valuation notice; questions can also be
directed to the Assessing Department.
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Orono City Facilities
Administration, Building & Finance
.............................................................................. 952-249-4600
Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us
Planning & Zoning....................................... 952-249-4620
Police Department....................................... 952-249-4700
Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us/police
24-Hour/Non-Emergency Dispatch..... 952-258-5321
Emergency....................................................... 911
Animal Control............................................... 952-249-4700
Public Works................................................... 952-249-4600
After Hours Dispatch................................... 952-258-5321
Utility Billing Department......................... 952-249-4613
Orono Public Golf Course......................... 952-473-1909
Website: www.oronopublicgolf.com

Frequently Called Numbers
Assessing

Community Groups

Orono Division................................................................. 952-249-4640
Hennepin County............................................................ 612-348-3011

Long Lake Chamber....................................................... 952-491-0813
Westonka Chamber........................................................ westonkacc.com
Orono Donation Garden (Contact Lizz Levang)........... 952-476-4123
Orono Lions....................................................................... 763-498-2120
Orono Rotary.................................................................... oronorotary.org
Welcome Neighbor......................................................... 952-442-9000

Lake Agencies

DNR....................................................................................... 651-296-6157
Lake Minnetonka Conservation District............... 952-745-0789
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District.................... 952-471-0590

Recycling

Missed Pickups-Waste Management...................... 952-249-4600
Yard Waste-The Mulch Store...................................... 952-446-1056
Hazardous Waste-Hennepin County...................... 612-348-3777

Schools

Orono #278....................................................................... 952-449-8300
Orono Community Education.................................... 952-449-8350
Westonka #277................................................................ 952-491-8000
Wayzata #284................................................................... 763-745-5000
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Utilities/Services

Cable-Mediacom.............................................................. 800-332-0245
Electric-Wright Hennepin (NW Corner)............... 763-477-3000
Electric-Xcel....................................................................... 800-895-4999
Garbage (Homeowner Selects Hauler).................. ci.orono.mn.us
Gas-Center Point Energy.............................................. 612-372-4727
Gopher One-Call Before You Dig............................... 651-454-0002
Telephone-Frontier (Western Orono).................... 800-921-8101
Telephone-Century Link.............................................. 800-491-0118
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