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Message from the Mayor
Fall is in the air and with that comes many
changes!! Kids in school is one of many
changes, and I have one in 7th & one in 9th. I
applaud the Orono School System and all of
the teachers for the dedication they have to
our children!!
All of our road projects are either finished
or in the process of being completed. The
next round of roads are getting finalized for
bidding (Casco Circle, East Navarre Roads
(Kenwood, Olive, Lafayette Ridge, Bayview,
Navarre Ln), Eileen Street, Park Lane, Elm
Street, West Navarre Roads (Crystal Place,
Lyric, Blaine).

We have a dedicated Police Department and
Fire Department, and the Orono City Council
is 100% supportive of both. With all the
current destructive behavior that is around us
please do not hesitate to reach out and show
your appreciation to our dedicated protectors
of our community!! They need it, they deserve
it and we are 100% behind them!!

This is also budget season, over the last 6
years that I have been on the Orono City
Council (4 as Mayor), we have paid off over
$7,000,000 of old past debts, and we have
budgeted over $700,000 for our yearly roads
budget; that was at $0.00 when I started.
We will make sure to keep our Orono Parks
System, which is the best in the western
suburbs and one that we have spent many
years and many dollars upgrading, will also be
fully funded going forward.

With all of the uncertainty surrounding life
these days you can know that the Orono City
Council is looking after the best interests of
the community for the long term!! Orono is a
tightly woven community and in this time of
uncertainty, I know the bonds of friendship
and goodwill will help our community come
out of this stronger than ever. This is the time
to help out friends, family, neighbors, our
local businesses and all of our non-profits that
work so hard for our community.
I am always here for you.

If you feel the need to discuss any City issues,
I am always open for the opportunity to
chat, have coffee, text, email or house visit
(when we can again). It is always gratifying
to help work through any issues or problems
to their conclusion. We will get a lot of work
accomplished for the Citizens and I am always
available. My motto is Citizens 1st and that
will never change.
Thanks!!

Dennis Walsh
Orono Mayor

Annual Tree Lighting Event
Mark your calendars for the Orono Annual Tree Lighting Event on December 5, 2020. The event
may be slightly different this year due to COVID-19, but the event committee is still working out the
details to bring this exciting event back. Please sign up for the Orono Happenings page to get the
latest information about this event and other events happening in Orono. Go to our notifications
page to sign up by visiting: http://www.ci.orono.mn.us/list.aspx.
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Utility Rates Study
The City of Orono updates their Utility Rate Study every
year to ensure the City is meeting the cost requirements
to operate each of the City’s Utilities. The City would like
to include more engagement in the rate study process. We
are planning an informational session that will explain
what is included in the cost to operate a city utility and
how the rates are calculated; included in these costs are
factors that include charges from Metropolitan Council
and the recycling mandate. If you would like to learn more,
you are invited to attend one of the scheduled meetings
listed below, including an informational session, and public
meetings where the rates are studied and determined.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Utility Rates Informational Session and Q and A: In
person and remote 5:00 PM October 21, 2020 at the
City Council Chambers and online. Link will be on the
City website closer to meeting.
Council Work Session: In person 5:00 PM October 26,
2020 at the City Council Chambers.

Council Work Session: In person 5:00 PM on November
23, 2020 at the City Council Chambers.
City Council Meeting: In person 6:00 PM on December
7, 2020 at the City Council Chambers.

The new rates will be implemented, for services
provided, starting January 1, 2021.

For additional information please go to our website for
the most up to date information. http://www.ci.orono.
mn.us/310/Utility-Billing
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2021 Preliminary Tax Levy and
General Fund Budget
On September 28th the City Council approved the preliminary tax
levy of $6,610,620 for 2021. This is an increase of $478,170 (7.96%)
over the 2020 tax levy. The increase includes an additional $132,000
for the Pavement Management Levy;
reestablishment of a Park Levy in the Orono’s Tax Rate is the 3rd
Lowest in Hennepin County!
amount or $50,000; and a new levy
for the establishment of the Building Average city rate in Hennepin
County 38.86%
Fund. The tax rate will is projected
to decrease slightly from 16.512% to Orono tax rate (as of 2020)
16.51%
16.503%.

The General Fund Budget is increasing by $117,300 dollars (1.3%)
to $9,260,500. The main factor in this increase are wage and benefit
increases, which is increasing by $167,400. The Police unions’ wages
are increasing by the 2021 contract amount of 3%. Local’s 12 and 49
wages are still being negotiated. Other increases includes an increase
of $51,700, in professional services and $17,500 in Supplies and
maintenance.

The Final 2021 Budget and Tax Levy will be adopted on December 7th
after completion of the Truth in Taxation public hearing which begins
at 6:00 pm.
Detailed budget information can be found on the City website: www.
ci.orono.mn.us.
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Leave the leaves!
Mulch provides
essential protection
for pollinators
As the leaves begin to fall and cover
our lawns with lovely reminders of
autumn, resist the urge to rake or bag
them. Instead, simply mow them into
mulch.

Beneficial insects thrive under the
cover of chopped leaves and lawns
are replenished from the nutrients
of the fallen leaves. According to
David Mizejewski, a Naturalist at the
National Wildlife Federation, "Leaves
are nature's natural mulch and
fertilizer. When you rake all the leaves
away, you are removing that natural
benefit to your garden and lawns."
In addition, butterflies and moths use
leaf litter as resting space over the
winter. By raking the leaves, habitat
is removed for a whole population
of butterflies, resulting in fewer
pollinators and less food for birds.
So, leave the leaves and enjoy the fall
colors; our pollinators and birds will
be grateful for it.
Article submitted by: Jenni Charrier

Sign up for Citywide Communications Today!
Be one of the first to get a heads up on communications from Orono. When you sign up for notifications, you can select any or all
of the notifications of your interest that relate to the City of Orono. Items such as: the latest Utility Bill information, legal notices,
City Council Packets, Minutes, Road Construction updates, Recycling and much more. You can sign up online and customize
your notifications by visiting www.ci.orono.mn.us and then select “Sign up for Notifications”. This tool is very efficient and offers
convenience to subscribers by making it easier to subscribe, unsubscribe and manage your subscriptions.
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Elections

Keeping It Legal: Campaign
Sign Rules

Absentee Ballots
In Minnesota, you can vote early with an absentee ballot
starting 46 days before Election Day. Below are some helpful
links to educate you about voting early.
VOTE EARLY BY MAIL
To vote by mail, apply to have an absentee ballot mailed to
you. You do not need to be registered to apply. If you have
any questions please feel free to contact City Hall at (952)
249-4600. For more information about early voting visit the
Minnesota Secretary of State website by going to: https://
www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/other-ways-to-vote/
vote-early-by-mail/.

VOTE EARLY IN PERSON AT ORONO CITY HALL
(SEPTEMBER 18 – NOVEMBER 2)
In-Person/Absentee Voting began September 18, 2020.
Orono City Hall is located at 2750 Kelley Parkway, Orono, MN
55356. City Office hours for AB voting are Monday through
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Also on Saturday, October 31,
2020 the City will offer in-Person Voting between 10:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m.

VOTE EARLY IN PERSON AT HENNEPIN COUNTY
GOVERNMENT CENTER (SEPTEMBER 18 – NOVEMBER 2)You
can vote in person at Hennepin County Government Center,
300 South 6th Street MC 012, Minneapolis, MN 55487-0012.
If you are not registered, you can do so in person if you show
proof of residence. Hennepin County Elections is open for
in-person voting to all Hennepin County residents during the
full 46 days of the Absentee Balloting period (September 18 –
November 2).

Am I Registered to Vote
& Where Do I Vote¿
2020 Election Dates (Remaining)
2020 State General Election – Tuesday, November 3, 2020
AB In-Person Voting Began – Friday, September 18, 2020
Am I Registered to Vote?
Visit this Secretary of State Website link to find out:
https://mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterStatus.aspx

Where Do I Vote On Election Day?
You may vote between 7:00 am and 8:00 pm at your polling
location.
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With state and local elections underway we have foound
our city blanketed with yard signs. Candidates and their
supporters use signs to increase the candidates name
recognition and to show support. Still, there are restrictions
in Orono that are meant to limit driver distraction, protect
property rights, maintain aesthetics, and ensure open,
honest, and respectful campaigning.
Regulations in Orono are as follows:
1.

2.

State Statutes allow election signs of any size.		
(Minnesota State Statutes)			
211B.045 Noncommercial signs exemption. 		
In any municipality, whether or not the municipality
has an ordinance that regulates the size or number of
noncommercial signs, all noncommercial signs of any
size may be posted in any number from 46 days before the state primary in a state general election year
until ten days following the state general election.

Signs must be entirely on private property and must
not restrict traffic views. Any sign in a right-of-way, on
any public property, and/or restricting traffic views
can be removed without notice by Orono city staff.
(Orono City Code)					
Sec. 78-1466. Signs as accessory use.			
(9) Election signs. Election signs are permitted on
private property in any district; provided such signs
are removed within 10 days following the election as
related to the signs. No election sign shall be permitted in any district sooner than 46 days before the
state primary for any state general election, and no
sooner than two months prior to the election for an
election other than a state general election.

Polling Locations in Orono:
Precinct 1 – Long Lake Fire Station, 340 Willow Drive North
Precinct 2 – Good Shepherd Luther Church, 3745 Shoreline Drive
Precinct 3A – Calvary Memorial Church, 2420 Dunwoody Avenue
Precinct 4A – Orono Council Chambers, 2780 Kelley Parkway
Verify Your Polling Location
http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us/
Call City Hall at (952) 249-4600
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Recycling
Tips for Green Events
With all the food, packaging and beverage
bottles and cups, events of any size,
including fairs, markets, races, concerts
and parties, can generate a lot of waste. But
with careful planning, you can make your
event low- or no-waste.

Take the following steps to make your
green event efforts successful:
• Determine who will coordinate and
implement recycling efforts.
• Evaluate all materials that will be used
at the event, and try to eliminate as
many disposal materials as possible.
Assess the remaining disposable
materials to maximize recycling
opportunities.
• Figure out how recycling and waste
will be collected and hauled. Determine
where you will set up waste stations,
work with your event site or hauler to
ensure materials will be recycled, and
reserve containers from your event

•
•
•
•
•

site, hauler or Hennepin County.
Inform attendees of your wastereduction and recycling efforts so that
everyone can do their part.
Recruit volunteers to help set up and
monitor waste stations.
Make sure recycling stations are visible
and convenient. Always place recycling,
composting and trash receptacles
together to form a recycling station.
Empty bins often.
Calculate your recycling rate and
share your results with attendees and
vendors.

Resources and planning
assistance available
Event planners and coordinators seeking to
go green and achieve low-waste events can
receive free, customized assistance from
Hennepin County. Staff can help you create
waste reduction plans, educate vendors,
train volunteers and provide collection

options. Access the following free event
planning resources at www.hennepin.us/
eventrecycling.
• Recycling containers that can be
borrowed for free to add recycling and
organics recycling to events.
• Event recycling and waste reduction
guide with steps to take before, during
and after the event to make your green
event efforts a success.
• Green event resources including
signage and sample letters to send to
your vendors and presenters.
Hennepin County can help event
coordinators develop waste-reduction
plans, educate vendors, train volunteers
and find collection options. For more
information, email the event recycling
program coordinator at kira.berglund@
hennepin.us or call 612-596-1498.

Organics Recycling Guide
Acceptable materials include:
All food – fruits, vegetables, meat, fish,
bones, dairy products, eggs, egg shells,
pasta, beans, rice, bread, cereal, nuts and
shells

Non-recyclable and food-soiled paper not
coated with plastic – pizza boxes from
delivery, napkins, paper towels, paper egg
cartons, facial tissue

Certified compostable products –
compostable paper and plastic cups,
plates, bowls, utensils and containers.
Look for the BPI or Cedar Grove logos
or the term “compostable” on certified
products.
Other compostable items – coffee grounds
and filters, hair and nail clippings,
cotton balls and swabs with paper
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stems, houseplants and flowers, tea
bags, wooden items such as chopsticks,
popsicle sticks and toothpicks.

Not accepted: Yard waste • diapers
and sanitary products • animal and pet
waste, litter or bedding • cleaning or
baby wipes • grease or oil • Styrofoam™
• dryer lint and dryer sheets • recyclable
items (cartons, glass, metal, paper,
plastic) • frozen food boxes • microwave
popcorn bags • gum • fast food wrappers
• products
labeled “biodegradable”
Tips for collecting Organics at Home
1.

Use a kitchen pail lined with a
compostable bag to collect food
scraps, paper towels and food-soiled
paper.
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2.
3.
4.
5.

Keep “wet” organics in a container in
your refrigerator or freezer until you
are ready to bag your organics for
collection.
Convert your existing garbage can
into an organics bin and use a smaller
garbage can.
Label your containers so everyone in
your household knows how to sort
their waste.
Collect organics (and recycling)
throughout your home. Don’t forget
about the bathrooms, bedrooms,
laundry room and office!

Organics Drop-Off Locations for Hennepin
County can be found by visiting: https://
www.hennepin.us/residents/recyclinghazardous-waste/organics-recycling
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Public Works
Point of Sale Sewer Service Inspection Program
On January 1st 2021 a new city ordinance
takes effect- The Point of Sale Sewer Service
Inspection Program. This means that an
inspection of a home’s sanitary sewer
service line must be completed prior to the
sale of a property.

and treatment for the metropolitan
area, requires communities with
excess I&I to invest in local reduction
remedies and to urge compliance, and
incorporates surcharges for communities
with excess I&I.

Who does it apply to? – Orono properties
served by the city’s sanitary sewer system.
What does it entail? – Owners must
schedule an inspection of their service
line and make any necessary repairs to
the service line. The inspection is aimed
at detecting points of inflow or infiltration
into the pipe (aka cracks, separations, root
intrusions, or cross connections).

When does it apply? – When a property
is being sold that does not already have
a current certificate of compliance. A
certificate of compliance, good for 10
years and will be issued after a successful
inspection of a new or existing service line.

(I&I) is costly to everyone. Over the last
5+ years the City has been investing in
sealing the city infrastructure, however
this is not enough. We still continue to
see high volumes in the system following
wet weather events. While the city
will continue to work to improve the
public portion of the system, we must do
something to address the I&I coming into
the system from the privately maintained
portion of the system. Metropolitan
Council Environmental Services Division
(MCES) estimates up to 80% of I&I makes
its way into the systems from pipes
on private property. The MCES, which
provides regional wastewater collection

How is your waste water treated? –
Wastewater from private properties
reaches the city sewer mains via private
sewer service lines. The waste water then
travels via city sewer mains and lift stations
to reach MCES regional sewer mains. Then
MCES mains in turn transport the waste
water to the Metropolitan Wastewater
Treatment Plant, operated by the MCES,
where it is treated and released.
For more information or to schedule you
sewer service inspection please visit
the city website: http://www.ci.orono.
mn.us/501/Inflow-Infiltration-II-Pointof-Sale

Protect our Water

Why do we need the program? – The goal
of this program is to reduce excessive flows
that enter the sanitary sewer system as a
result of Inflow and Infiltration (I&I) via
private sewer service lines. Since sanitary
sewer rates are based on the number of
gallons that flow through the City sanitary
sewer system, transporting and treating
clear water from Inflow and Infiltration
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Parks
2020 was a big year for City Park Improvements.
BIG ISLAND

EAST LONG LAKE ROAD - TRAIL

After years of grass roots efforts
the Big Island Park is about to get
accessible. This year’s project will
see the construction of Americans
With Disability Act compliant trails
from the docks to the overlook
and beach areas. In addition
a new accessible toilet facility,
new historical interpretive signs,
sitting areas and recently donated
accessible picnic tables will be
installed.

As I write this the East Long Lake
trail project is under construction.
This project involves the conversion
of the former East Long Lake Road
into a multimodal trail. The trail
runs from Summit Beach Park in
the south to Spring Hill Road in
the north. The trail itself will be a
10 foot wide bituminous trail with
about 200 feet of boardwalk trail.
In addition the project includes
a lookout area, raingardens, and
some signage. The project is
partially funded by a grant from the
MN DNR.

The project is partially funded
by a grant from the MN DNR and
community donations.

A special thanks to the Big Island
Legacy (501C3) members and
donors for helping make this
project possible.

BEDERWOOD PARK		
SPORTS FIELD
After 12 months of work the new
sports field at Bederwood Park
is almost ready for play. Project
improvements include an expanded
and paved parking area, a new well
for irrigation and most importantly
a new regulation sized sports field.
If the fall and spring weather are
cooperative, we hope to see field
use begin in late spring 2021.
Improvements were paid for with
park dedication fees (fees paid into
a special fund by developers) and a
youth sports grant from Hennepin
County.

Just waiting for the grass to grow a
bit more.
The old road is gone and the site is
ready for the new trail.

For more information on these or any of our 21 Parks the City of Orono manages, visit our website: http://www.
ci.orono.mn.us/Facilities
Fall 2020
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Orono City Facilities
Administration, Building & Finance
.............................................................................. 952-249-4600
Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us
Planning & Zoning....................................... 952-249-4620
Police Department....................................... 952-249-4700
Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us/police
24-Hour/Non-Emergency Dispatch..... 952-258-5321
Emergency....................................................... 911
Animal Control............................................... 952-249-4700
Public Works................................................... 952-249-4600
After Hours Dispatch................................... 952-258-5321
Utility Billing Department......................... 952-249-4613
Orono Public Golf Course......................... 952-473-1909
Website: www.ci.orono.mn.us/395/Golf-course

Frequently Called Numbers
Assessing

Community Groups

Orono Division................................................................. 952-249-4640
Hennepin County............................................................ 612-348-3011

Long Lake Chamber....................................................... 952-491-0813
Westonka Chamber........................................................ westonkacc.com
Orono Donation Garden .............................................. 612-990-3836
Orono Lions....................................................................... 612-965-0153
Orono Rotary.................................................................... oronorotary.org
Welcome Neighbor......................................................... 952-442-9000

Lake Agencies

DNR....................................................................................... 651-296-6157
Lake Minnetonka Conservation District............... 952-745-0789
Minnehaha Creek Watershed District.................... 952-471-0590

Recycling

Missed Pickups-Waste Management...................... 952-249-4600
Yard Waste-The Mulch Store...................................... 952-446-1056
Hazardous Waste-Hennepin County...................... 612-348-3777

Schools

Orono #278....................................................................... 952-449-8300
Orono Community Education.................................... 952-449-8350
Westonka #277................................................................ 952-491-8000
Wayzata #284................................................................... 763-745-5000
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Utilities/Services

Cable-Mediacom.............................................................. 800-332-0245
Electric-Wright Hennepin (NW Corner)............... 763-477-3000
Electric-Xcel....................................................................... 800-895-4999
Garbage (Homeowner Selects Hauler).................. ci.orono.mn.us
Gas-Center Point Energy.............................................. 612-372-4727
Gopher One-Call Before You Dig............................... 651-454-0002
Telephone-Frontier (Western Orono).................... 800-921-8101
Telephone-Century Link.............................................. 800-491-0118
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